
PORCH TALK
PRESS

Those early days — along
with my years in 4-H and
FFA — helped shape my
love for agriculture and the
people who make it thrive.
From field visits to coffee-
table conversations, I can
already tell this county is
full of pride, knowledge, and
stories worth sharing — and
that’s exactly what Porch
Talk Press is all about.
-Maci Haitz 

A Note from Maci’s Porch:

BRACKEN COUNTY NEWSLETTER HTTPS://BRACKEN.
MGCAFE.UKY.EDU/

 Pull up a chair and stay
awhile! I’m Maci Haitz, your
new Agriculture & Natural
Resources Agent here in
Bracken County. With two
months behind me, I’m
settling in and excited for
what’s ahead. I grew up on
my family’s farm in Ripley,
Ohio, where we raised
tobacco, beef cattle, and
hay. 
.
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I recently wrapped up collecting hay samples from
producers across Bracken County for the East Kentucky
Hay Contest. All samples have been submitted for testing,
and results are expected to be available by late
November.
It’s been a great experience getting out to farms, meeting
producers, and learning more about the hay operations
that keep our county thriving. Thank you to everyone who
participated — I look forward to sharing the results
soon!



Keeping Forage- Livestock Producersin Kentucky Informed 
Dr.RaySmith and Echo Gotsick,MS editors

Forage Timely Tips: October 
✓ 

2025 KY Grazing Conference with Jim Gerrish 

Make plans to join us at the KY Grazing Conference Oct 28
or Oct 30 “Grazing for Profit: Optimizing Returns in Grass
Based Operations”. Our special invited speaker will be Jim
Gerrish and we will be holding the conference at two
locations for your convenience, Winchester on the 28th and
Leitchfield the 30 . th

Topics include: 
• Seven Things That I Have Learned About Profitable 
Ranching in the Last 45 Years, 
Jim Gerrish, American GrazingLands Services 
Nutrient Cycling in Grassland Ecosystems 
Dr. Ricardo Riberio, University of Kentucky 
Forage Management and Shifting Weather Patterns 

• 

• 
Dr. Chris Teutsch, University of Kentucky 

• Breeding a Functional Cow that Works in Your
Environment 

Cody Rakes, Manager, Loretto Motherhouse Farm 
• 
• 

Forage Spokesperson Contest/Local Producers 
What We Have Learned About Bale Grazing 

Dr. Greg Halich, University of Kentucky 
• Managing Feed Costs in Ruminant Livestock 

Production Systems 
Jim Gerrish, American GrazingLands Services 

We expect a full house at both locations so you 
are encouraged to register soon. $60 per participant or 
$25 per student. Register at the UK Forage Website 
under Events or make checks payable to KFGC and mail 
to: KFGC c/o Caroline Roper, PO Box 469, Princeton, KY 
42445. Call Caroline if you have questions (270) 704-
6618. 

 
accumulate forage growth for winter grazing. 
Leave 4” stubble on some pastures to stimulate 
faster spring regrowth. 
Do NOT harvest or graze alfalfa fields Nov or after 
a hard frost. 
Inventory and test each hay lot for nutritive value 
and consult a nutritionist to design a 
supplementation program as needed. 
Remove ruminants from pastures that contain 
sorghum species (forage sorghums, sorghum-
sudangrass hybrids, sudangrass, 
johnsongrass) when frost is expected. Even small 
patches of johnsongrass that have been frosted 
can cause prussic acid poisoning. Begin strip
grazing early planted small grain and 
brassicas (turnips and rape) mixes by the end of
this month. 
Late Oct/early Nov can be a great time to control 
broadleaf weeds like plantain (broadleaf or 
buckhorn), biennial thistles (bull, musk, plumeless), 
and poison hemlock. 

Jim Gerrish of American GrazingLands Services. Photo
by Dawn Gerrish. 

Feed hay to allow cool-season pastures to

October 2025 
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THE MARKETS



 BRACKEN COUNTY AG
ADVANCEMENT COUNCIL EQUIPMENT

RENTAL PRICING   

New Cattle Equipment $50 per day

Old Cattle Equipment $25 per day

Lime Spreader $50 per day

Pasture Sprayer $25 per day

PAGE 07



Kentucky Baked Dove Breast
Serves 6 (2 breasts each)

Apples and orange juice add a light fall flavor to tender baked doves.
Ingredients:

 12 dove breasts  |  2 cups buttermilk  |  ¾ tsp salt  |  ¼ tsp pepper  |  1½ tsp smoked
paprika  |  1 Tbsp vegetable oil  |  2 apples, diced  |  1 onion, diced  |  2 celery stalks,

sliced  |  1 cup orange juice
Directions:

1. Soak dove breasts in buttermilk overnight. Drain and pat dry.
2. Preheat oven to 350°F. Combine salt, pepper, and paprika; rub on breasts.
3. Place in greased baking dish, brush with oil, and add apples, onion, and celery.
4. Add ½ cup water, cover, and bake 1 hr 15 min.
5. After 45 min, pour orange juice over top and baste.

Tip: Removing the skin lowers fat and softens the “wild” flavor.

Bracken County Extension Office 
1120 Brooksville-Germantown Road
Brooksville, KY 41004


